HDI for Serbia

This year's HDI, which refers to 2007, highlights the very large gaps in well-being and life chances that continue to divide our increasingly interconnected world. The HDI for Serbia is 0.826, which gives the country a rank of 67th out of 182 countries with data (Table 1). Between 2000 and 2007 Serbia's HDI rose by 0.51% annually from 0.797 to 0.826 today. HDI scores in all regions have increased progressively over the years although all have experienced periods of slower growth or even reversals.

	Table 1: Serbia’s human development index 2007

	HDI value
	Life expectancy at birth 
(years)
	Adult literacy rate 
(% ages 15 and above)
	Combined gross enrolment ratio 
(%)
	GDP per capita
(PPP US$)

	1. Norway (0.971) 
	1. Japan (82.7) 
	1. Georgia (100.0) 
	1. Australia (114.2) 
	1. Liechtenstein (85,382) 

	65. Montenegro (0.834) 
	58. Montenegro (74.0) 
	40. Chile (96.5) 
	82. Armenia (74.6) 
	73. Costa Rica (10,842) 

	66. Malaysia (0.829) 
	59. Sri Lanka (74.0) 
	41. Montenegro (96.4) 
	83. Montenegro (74.5) 
	74. Belarus (10,841) 

	67. Serbia (0.826) 
	60. Serbia (73.9) 
	42. Serbia (96.4) 
	84. Serbia (74.5) 
	75. Serbia (10,248) 

	68. Belarus (0.826) 
	61. Libyan Arab Jamahiriya (73.8) 
	43. Grenada (96.0) 
	85. Hong Kong, China (SAR) (74.4) 
	76. Lebanon (10,109) 

	69. Saint Lucia (0.821) 
	62. Tunisia (73.8) 
	44. Costa Rica (95.9) 
	86. Suriname (74.3) 
	77. Saint Lucia (9,786) 

	182. Niger (0.340) 
	176. Afghanistan (43.6) 
	151. Mali (26.2) 
	177. Djibouti (25.5) 
	181. Congo (Democratic Republic of the) (298) 

	
	
	
	
	


By looking at some of the most fundamental aspects of people’s lives and opportunities the HDI provides a much more complete picture of a country's development than other indicators, such as GDP per capita. Figure 2 illustrates that countries on the same level of HDI can have very different levels of income or that countries with similar levels of income can have very different HDIs.

Figure 2: The human development index gives a more complete picture than income
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Migration

Every year, millions of people cross national or international borders seeking better living standards. Most migrants, internal and international, reap gains in the form of higher incomes, better access to education and health, and improved prospects for their children. Most of the world’s 195 million international migrants have moved from one developing country to another or between developed countries.

Serbia has an emigration rate of 13.6%. The major continent of destination for migrants from Serbia is Europe with 72.3% of emigrants living there.

	Table 3: Emigrants

	Origin of migrants
	Emigration rate (%)
	Major continent of destination for migrants
	(%)

	1. Antigua and Barbuda
	45.3
	Asia 
	46.6

	13. Bosnia and Herzegovina
	25.1
	Europe 
	82.7

	33. Moldova
	14.3
	Europe 
	86.7

	35. Azerbaijan
	14.3
	Europe 
	74.3

	36. Serbia
	13.6
	Europe 
	72.3

	44. Estonia
	12.2
	Europe 
	81.1

	45. Croatia
	12.0
	Europe 
	72.2

	120. Czech Republic
	3.5
	Europe 
	66.9

	181. Mongolia
	0.3
	Europe 
	40.7

	Global aggregates

	Central and Eastern Europe and the CIS
	9.5
	Europe 
	69.9

	High human development
	6.0
	Europe 
	43.8

	World
	3.0
	Europe
	33.4


The United States is host to nearly 40 million international migrants – more than any other country though as a share of total population it is Qatar which has the most migrants – more than 4 in every 5 people are migrants. In Serbia, there are 674.6 thousand migrants which represent 6.8% of the total population.
	Table 4: Immigrants

	Destination of migrants
	Immigrant stock (thousands)
	Destination of migrants
	Immigrants as a share of population (%) 2005

	1. United States
	39,266.5
	1. Qatar
	80.5

	2. Russian Federation
	12,079.6
	20. Kazakhstan
	19.6

	36. Belarus
	1,106.9
	55. Russian Federation
	8.4

	44. Poland
	825.4
	56. Slovenia
	8.4

	53. Serbia
	674.6
	64. Serbia
	6.8

	55. Croatia
	661.4
	69. Macedonia (the Former Yugoslav Rep. of)
	5.9

	64. Armenia
	492.6
	72. Kyrgyzstan
	5.5

	165. Malta
	11.7
	155. Romania
	0.6

	182. Vanuatu
	1.0
	182. China
	0.0

	Global aggregates

	Central and Eastern Europe and the CIS
	30,993.2
	Central and Eastern Europe and the CIS
	5.1

	High human development
	38,078.0
	High human development
	3.8

	World
	195,245.4
	World
	3.0


Human Development Report: Overcoming barriers: Human mobility and development
Bangkok, 5 October 2009—Allowing for migration—both within and between countries—has the potential to increase people’s freedom and improve the lives of millions around the world, according to the 2009 Human Development Report launched here today.

We live in a highly mobile world, where migration is not only inevitable but also an important dimension of human development. Nearly one billion—or one out

of seven—people are migrants. The Report, Overcoming barriers: Human mobility and development, demonstrates that migration can enhance human development for the people who move, for destination communities and for those who remain at home.

“Migration can be a force for good, contributing significantly to human development,” says United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Administrator Helen Clark. “But to realize its benefits, there needs to be a supportive policy environment as this Report suggests.”

Indeed, migration can raise a person’s income, health and education prospects. Most importantly, being able to decide where to live is a key element of human freedom, according to the Report, which also argues that large gains in human development can be achieved by lowering barriers and other constraints to movement and by improving policies towards those who move.

However, migration does not always bring benefits. The extent to which people are able to gain from moving depends greatly on the conditions under which they move. Financial outlays can be relatively high, and movement inevitably involves uncertainty and separation from families. The poor are often constrained by a lack of resources, information and barriers in their new host communities and countries. For too many people movement reflects the repercussions of conflict, natural disaster or severe economic hardship. Some women end up in trafficking networks, lose significant freedoms and suffer physical danger.

Links to development

For the countries where migrants are coming from, the Report warns that migration is no substitute for development. However, mobility often brings new ideas, knowledge and resources—to migrants and to origin countries—that can complement and even enhance human and economic development. In many countries, the money sent back by migrants exceeds official aid.

Migrants’ gains are often shared with their families and communities at home. In many cases this is in the form of cash—remittances—but the families of migrants may benefit in other ways too. These ‘social remittances,’ as they are called, include reductions in fertility, higher school enrolment rates and the empowerment of women.

The Report also argues that the exodus of highly skilled workers such as doctors, nurses and teachers—a major concern of a number of developing countries that are losing these professionals—is more a symptom rather than a cause of failing public systems.

When integrated into wider national development strategies, migration complements broader local and national efforts to reduce poverty and enhance social and economic development.

Taking down barriers

Overcoming barriers lays out a core package of reforms, six ‘pillars’ that call for:

• Opening existing entry channels for more workers, especially those with low skills;

• Ensuring basic human rights for migrants, from basic services, like education and health care, to the right to vote;

• Lowering the transaction costs of migration;

• Finding collaborative solutions that benefit both destination communities and migrants;

• Easing internal migration; and

• Adding migration as a component for origin countries’ development strategies.

For more information on the latest HDI and to access the Human Development Report and the complete press kit please visit: http://hdr.undp.org/en/
